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Feiners as pigstickers and altered by them for bayonets. The Sheffield
firm is to be prosecuted, as they must have known that five thousand
pigstickers was too many, even for Ireland.
Sir Mackenzie Chalmers called on me as a member of the new
Royal Commission on the Irish Revolution and asked me to see Lord
Hardinge on the underground origin of the rebellion.
Sir Horace Plunkett, fresh from Dublin, came to see me. Besides
his many other activities, he has been working in America for a good
understanding with England. He said that Germany at first made a
great mistake in sending Dernburg (a German propagandist), but
profited by it and now understands American journalism, whereas
England, with what he calls its ludicrous staff at Wellington House,
is hopelessly behind the times. He said that there is a system of what
is called watering the news by means of type and headlines to make it
produce propaganda impressions, which is paid for by advertisements,
and the Germans understand this thoroughly. I thought he rather
overstated the case.
Plunkett showed me the report of the doctor who prepared James
Connolly (a rebel leader) for execution. He had been badly wounded
in the leg, and that was the cause of the delay. Connolly was a gas-
fitter, self-educated and very able, but not so good a demagogue and
mob orator as James Larkin. He was by far the most dangerous of
the rebels, because he was not self-seeking, and he represented a class
(the transport workers) who had real grievances. He told the doctor
that the Germans were going to win the war; that he liked the Hohen-
zollerns no better than the doctor did, but when the war was over
they would join the German socialists to turn the Hohenzollerns out.
The doctor said that Ireland geographically could never be inde-
pendent of England, to which Connolly replied: " In a few weeks,
there will be no British Empire." He had had Extreme Unction,
and when the doctor rose to go, he said, " Will you pray for me,
Connolly?"
"That I will."
" You will be praying for the soldiers who are going to shoot you."
" Yes, I will pray for them and for all brave men that are doing
their duty."
He was to have been shot at 4 a.m. on the nth, but Asquith tele-
graphed for delay.   Connolly's fate must have been debated on